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NEWSLETTER – FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Thursday 3rd May 2018 

Dear Community, 

The month of May is considered by the church to be the ‘Month of Mary’, the Mother of Jesus. 

In 1883 Pope Leo XIII began the practice of dedicating the month of May to Mary. This came about 

because in Greek and Roman culture May was always known to be the ‘season of new life’ (the season of 

spring begins in May in the northern hemisphere); in Greek culture people celebrated Artemis the 

goddess of fruitfulness or fertility during May; and, in Roman culture they celebrated Flora the goddess 

of blossom during May. 

Therefore, in Christianity the church began to see that May was all about ‘new life’ and ‘motherhood’ and 

there was a decision made by Pope Leo to adopt the month of May as Mary’s month. Also in May we 

celebrate Pentecost, just after Easter; Pentecost was the birth of the Christian church through the coming 

of Holy Spirit, when the apostles were sent out to preach the good news of Jesus. 

Mary is also known as the ‘Mother of the Church’; we, the people, are the Church, so it follows that Mary 

is our Mother. 

So as we enter the month of May, ‘Mary’s Month’, I pray that it is a time of reflection on and prayer to 

Mary, our ‘heavenly Mother’ but also a time to think of and look to our own Mothers and the most vital 

and life-giving of roles they play in our lives. In advance of ‘Mothers Day’, I would like to wish all our 

Mums, Grandmothers, aunts and the influential women in our lives and our world, a very ‘Happy Mothers 

Day’. 

This will be my last newsletter for May, as I will be travelling to the United States, to attend the 

International Conference On Thinking (ICOT), in Miami. Whilst I am on leave Mr. Matthew Stead will be 

Acting Principal. 

Have a great week of learning together everyone. 

 

Denis J. Daly 

Principal 



  

 

‘Madonna & Child’ by Parker Fitzgerald and Brittany Richardson 

NAPLAN 2018 

NAPLAN 2018 testing will take place on May 15, May 16 & May 17. If you are the parent or guardian of a 

Year 3 or Year 5 student, please take the time to read the NAPLAN 2018 Parent Information Brochure 

attached to this newsletter. 

 

PREP (FOUNDATION) 2019 – ENROLMENTS OPEN 

We have concluded Prep interviews for new families wishing to enrol their child in 2019 this week.  Prep 

interviews for existing families wishing to enrol their child in 2019 will be held at a later date. 

 To ensure we have a placing for our existing families wishing to enrol their child in 2019, we ask that you 

obtain an Enrolment Application from the school office as soon as possible.  Please be sure to pass this 

information on to prospective new families, who have a child due to start school in 2019. Enrolment 

places for Prep 2019 are limited and Enrolment Applications (available from the office) need to be filled 

out as soon as possible. 

 



 



  



URGENT REQUEST 
As of the first day of Term 3, Monday 16 July, all excursion and school activity permission forms will be 
sent out to families, through CareMonkey. It is therefore, essential that all children have a CareMonkey 
Profile, in order for parents to be able to give permission for their children to attend excursions or take 
part in school activities, requiring parent permission or consent. We ask all families to set up a 
CareMonkey profile for their children IMMEDIATELY. 
 
Email invitations are continuing to be sent to all families for whom we have an email address, to download 
the CareMonkey app. Thank you to those parents who have responded to the email and have set up a 
profile for their children. If you have not yet responded to the email please do so as soon as possible. 
Please check your email inbox or spam for the CareMonkey email. Thank you for your support in ensuring 
your children are safe and cared for at all times. 
 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

 Following a review of the Attendance Guidelines by the Minster for Education in Term 4, 2017 ‘schools 

must advise parents/guardians of unexplained absences, on the same day, as soon as practicable, 

including for post-compulsory aged students’. All schools must fully implement the changes to the 

Attendance Guidelines by the end of Term 2, 2018. These changes will help ensure the safety of school-

aged children during school hours and that schools are supported in their duty of care obligations.  

If your child is going to be absent from school for any reason, we ask that you log onto the Skoolbag app, 

then go to eForms, hit Absentee Form and complete the details of the absence then hit Submit. All 

Absentee Forms are sent to the Principal. They are then forwarded to the classroom teacher and the 

office. As of early Term 2, if your child is away and we have not been notified, you will receive an SMS 

message asking you to contact the school. If we do not hear from you within a certain time (to be notified) 

we will call your emergency contacts. If we cannot reach the emergency contacts we are mandated by 

legislation to call the police. If you have not yet downloaded the Skoolbag app, we ask that you do this as 

soon as possible. These practices are to ensure the safety of your children. 

Full implementation of the new Attendance Guidelines is required by the end of Term 2, 2018. St. Paul’s 

is currently exploring an automated SMS notification service, to inform parents of an unexplained student 

absence. Parents and guardians are asked to notify the school immediately a student absence is known, 

preferably the day before but definitely before 8.50 am on the day of the absence. 

 

 



  



2018 IMPORTANT DATES 

TERM 2 TERM 3 

APRIL 

● MON 7 SCHOOL CLOSURE 
● TUES 15TH DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY 10-12PM 
● THURS 24 - FIRST COMMUNION FAMILY NIGHT 6PM 

JUNE 

● THUR 7 - WHOLE SCHOOL MASS - FEAST OF THE SACRED 
HEART 9.30AM 

● MON 11 - QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
● SAT 16 - SACRAMENT OF FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2PM 
● MON 25 - REPORTS SENT HOME 
● THURS 28 - LEARNING CONVERSATIONS 2.30PM TO 

8.00PM - EARLY DISMISSAL 1.50 PM 
● FRI 29 - ST. PAUL’S FEAST DAY - WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 

12.00PM 
● FRI 29 - EARLY DISMISSAL 1.50PM END TERM 

JULY 

● MON 16 - TERM 3 COMMENCES 
● FRI 27TH DIVISIONAL GRAND FINALS 

 
AUGUST 

● WED 15 - FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION 9.30AM WHOLE 
SCHOOL MASS 

● THURS 23RD DISTRICT ATHLETICS 
 

SEPTEMBER 

● THUR 13 - WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 9.30AM 
● THURS 20 - WHOLE SCHOOL CIRCUS PERFORMANCE - 

EVENING 
● FRI 21 - EARLY DISMISSAL 1.50PM END TERM 

  

TERM 4  

OCTOBER 

● MON 8 - TERM 4 COMMENCES 
● FRI 12TH DIVISIONAL GRAND FINALS 
● MON TO FRI 15, 16, 17, 18 19 - SCHOOL REVIEW 
● WED 24 - CEM/VRQA COMPLIANCE REVIEW 
● WED 24 - WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 9.30AM 
● WED 31 - YR 4 CAMP 

NOVEMBER 

● THURS, FRI 1, 2 - YR 4 CAMP 
● MON 5 - SCHOOL CLOSURE REPORT WRITING 
● TUES 6 - MELBOURNE CUP PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
● WED, THURS, FRI 21, 22, 23 - YR 5 CAMP 
● SAT 24 - STATE ELECTION 

DECEMBER 

● FRI 7 - CHRISTMAS FUN DAY, CARNIVAL AND CAROLS 
● THURS 13 - YR 6 GRADUATION 7PM 
● FRI 14 YR 6 FINAL DAY 
● WED 19 P - 5 STUDENTS FINAL DAY 1.50PM DISMISSAL 
● THURS 20 - STAFF FINAL DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PROBLEM SOLVING WITH PLANKS 

This week at St Paul’s, all children had an opportunity to explore their creative and problem solving skills 
during a ‘Planks Incursion.’ This involved lots of constructing, discussion, mathematical and scientific 
thinking including trial and error. Children showed great persistence and resilience when building their 
creations. Here are some highlights from the workshops: 

    
 

      

  
Thanks to all the teachers and students who got involved and took on a growth mindset. Hope to 
see even more interesting creations next year; Mrs Calvano (Math Leader)  



SENIOR GIRLS’ SOCCER GALA DAY  

 

On Tuesday 24th April and Friday 27th April, a group of girls and boys from Year 5 and 6 chose to 

attend a Soccer Gala Day at Green Gully Reserve, which was organised by Mr McCall. 

Congratulations to all who participated. Whilst they may not have won the final, they should be very 

proud of their strong efforts and for the wonderful way they supported each other. They represented 

St Paul’s in a very positive manner. Well done!! 

                              
 

 
Girls’ Soccer Team 

Year 5s: Nhi V, Nikki G, Ashleigh O, Helena P. 

Year 6s: Mia D, Ruby C, Annie A, Chanelle D, Maddison M, Emily N, Isis K, Fiona N,  

Kristy V  and Paris B. 

 

Boys’ Soccer Team 

Year 5s:  Nicholas D. 

Year 6s:  Michael T, Dion M, John N, Justin P, Elias S, Tom T, Sammy Z, Randee A,   

Ethan D, Thomas D, Isam S, Ephraim E, Ivan F, Jamie N, Daniel K.   



 

Almighty God 
 

We give you our school. 
We give you all the teachers and staff who work here, 

We give you all the children who study here. 
 

We pray our school would be place of great discovery, adventure and creativity. 
May it be a place where we love to learn and where we learn to love, 

A place where every one is respected and all are deeply valued. 
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
Amen 

 

. 

 

                                                                  
 

MASS TIMES 
ST PAUL’S CHURCH                                         ST MARY MACKILLOP CHURCH 

SUNSHINE AVENUE                                                                   ODESSA AVENUE  

KEALBA                                                       KEILOR DOWNS 

Monday          No Mass                                                               Monday          9.30 am 

Tuesday          No Mass                                                         Tuesday           9.30 am 

Wednesday   9.30 am                                                                       Wednesday    No Mass   

Thursday        9.30 am                                                     Thursday         No Mass 

Friday             No Mass                                                                   Friday               9.30 am 

Saturday        5.00 pm (Latin)                                                                  Saturday          5.00 pm 

                        6.30 pm                                                                  

Sunday           8.00 am (Maltese)                                       Sunday              9.00 am         

                        10.00 am                                                                                                                          11.00am                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                  5.30pm   

RECONCILIATION:                                                 RECONCILIATION: 

Saturday: 6.00 pm                                                                 Saturday 4.30 pm 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LUNCH ORDERS WITH FLEXISCHOOLS 
A large number of families have now logged on to www.flexischools.com.au, created an account and are 
ordering lunches online. Cinzia Brancatisano, Canteen Manager, is happy to answer your questions 
regarding the account setup procedure and the new online ordering process. Snack items and drinks for 
the recess break (2nd break), need to be ordered online at the same time as the lunch order, as there are 
no counter / window sales during winter. 

                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 OLUNTEERS NEEDED     
 

I am asking for any parents,  grandparents or guardians who have any free  me to come and help and  be  part 
of a great volunteer team to provide lunch  for our  precious children.   e desperately need volunteers on 
M  DA ,   D  SDA  A D F IDA  each week. If you are interested, please complete the sec on below and 
return it  to the school, as soon as possible.                                                                      

Please note that you  must have a current ‘ orking  ith Children Check’ registra on to be able to assist in the 
canteen. 

CANTEEN VOLUNTEER: 

       I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

       ldest Child…………………………………………..  Grade…………...Teacher……………………………………………… 

      I am available to work on the following day(s)………………………………………………………………….. 

       Contact  o…………………………............................................. 

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 


